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To whom this May concern:

My name is Valerie Taylor, I am a Probation Officer for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. I 
have had the pleasure of meeting Ryan Skinner through mutual friends and my invovlment in 
Church and a 12-step program. Being a person in long term sobriety, it is not unusual to meet 
many people who are struggling with drug and alcohol abuse and are seeking assistance to live 
a better life.

I met Mr. Skinner over four years ago while he was struggling in active addiction. I watched him 
make the decision to become physically sober- and this was a choice that set him on his journey 
towards the man he is today. I watched him become involved with a 12-step program and truly 
make some major lifestyle changes to become a more honest and drug free man. It has been 
nothing short of miraculous to him shift from an active alcoholic and addict into a sober man, 
son, step father, friend, brother, and buisness-owner.

Being experienced in the field of substance abuse, both personally and professional, I tend to 
“watch” people before drawing my own opinions. I watch how they’re living, how are they’re 
presenting, and what are they doing to ensure their recovery remains on the for front of their 
mind. I watched Ryan merge back into his life, his personal relationships, his business and most 
importantly in his desire to truly help those around him still struggling in their addictions. This 
has been truly inspiring.

Ryan is over three years sober and has become an enormous part of my life. We have shared 
many experiences of sharing our struggles at detox’s, halfway houses, and hospitals. In 
addition, Ryan has had the privilege of working closely with the Probation Department as well as 
his former high-school in bringing awareness to the epidemic of drug addiction and alcoholism.

Very rarely would I reduce in writing, or furthermore endorse someone both personally and 
professionally, however Ryan has been the exception to that rule for me. He has taking his new 
life of recovery and has embraced it. He has cleared up his criminal cases, he has volunteered 
countless hours in hospitals and detox’s, he has reassumed his role in his family, and is an ever 
present force in his 12-step program. Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of any 
additional assistance.

Respectfully,

Valerie Taylor


